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‘*Faithful unto Death’’ 


The Story of a Mexican Colporteur 


By Rev. A. H. Mellen, Agency Secretary, Mexico Agency 


fg happened in this year of our Lord 1923. 
He lived in his own little home in a village 
in the mountains in southern Mexico, and he 
was killed by a mob of wild fanatics on the 
night of January 31st. A letter from a mis- 
sionary in the same district says: “His activ- 
ities had aroused the ire of the fanatics for 
some time, and his unwise denunciation of the 
Romanists for having parades in the streets 
brought matters to a head.” Of course, we 
will not forget another man named Stephen 
who was also unwise. He took the conse- 
quences of his deeds and his words, and now 
we call him a martyr. 

On January 30th, a priest came from an- 
other place and preached on some saint who 
would deprive the Protestants of all power to 
resist, if they were attacked. Two nuns had 
also come to stir up the women. On Wed- 
nesday night a secret meeting was held, and 
at 11 o’clock they surrounded the house of the 
-man who had been selling Bibles. When the 


T would be interesting to know how many 

Bible lovers in the United States, while be- 
lieving in the need of its circulation, do not 
contribute to the American Bible Society be- 
cause they feel that their limited means will 
‘not permit their giving an amount which they 
believe would be helpful. 

A small gift will do vastly more than the 
average friend might suppose. 

The following letter enclosing a contribu- 
tion of one dollar and twenty-eight cents has 
just been received from a friend, whose in- 
terest in the Bible cause is much larger than 
her ability to give to this work: 


Your appeal for the Bible Cause was for- 
warded to me here. I enclose a check for 
an amount so small, that I am almost 
ashamed to send it. I wish it were more. 
Hoping that others may do better. 


doors were forced, this man was very calm, 
and said to his wife: “If they want to kill me, 
I am ready to die for Christ; I will wait for 
you in heaven.” One of his brave friends 
came to help him, and was also taken off by 
the mob. Both men were shot at the edge of 
the village, and the bodies terribly mutilated. 
Neither the head nor the heart of the col- 
porteur could be found by faithful friends who 
went to bury the remains, and the supposition 
is that they were carried off as trophies. Such 
a thing does not seem possible. All of the 
people in the village who are known to be in 
sympathy with reading the Bible have fled 
from the place. Eyewitnesses of the incident 
have found their way to the city of Mexico 
and have visited the office of the Agency. 

In the picture the man seated, called Victor, 
has been selling Bibles for the Agency some 
years, and he brought his friend Feliciano, the 
one standing, into the work. Feliciano is the 
man who was killed. 


| A Small Gift and the Bible 


Consider some of the things a gift of one 
dollar and twenty-eight cents will do: 

It will pay for 3 complete Bibles, or 13 
copies of the New Testament, 128 copies of 
the Gospel of John; it will place 128 Gospels 
in American prison cells ; put 5 Chinese Bibles, 
16 New Testaments, or 183 Gospels at work 
in China. 

So it will be seen that much can be accom- 
plished with even a small contribution, and 
these are only a few of the vital things one 
dollar and twenty-eight cents makes possible. 

The Society is increasingly dependent upon 
a large volume of small gifts rather than the 
munificence of a few. Every gift, whether 
large or small, is both helpful and encouraging, 
and is received as an expression of the donor’s 
wish for all people to have the Bible in their 
own language. 
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The Bible in Greece 


By Rey. J. R. Brewster, Missionary, American Board, Salonica 


An ‘‘Authorized Version’’ 2000 Years Old 


HE authorized version of the Scriptures 

in use in the Eastern Orthodox Church of 
Greece and Turkey is that of the Septuagint 
(the Old Testament translated into the Greek 
of 2100 years ago), and the New Testament 
in the original Greek, authorized and published 
by the Greek patriarchate in Constantinople. 
These texts have been pronounced by the 
Greek Church to be the “inspired and unalter- 
able Word of God” to be used in the churches, 


© Near Kast Retief 


as well as the authority in all religious dis- 
cussions. All other versions, translations or 
paraphrases, into the Greek of a later period, 
have been prohibited entrance to, and circula- 
tion in, Greece by the second article of the 
Greek Constitution, 


Ninety-five Percent Ignorant of the Bible 


There may be good reasons why the church 
may wish to retain an authoritative and final 
text for reference in matters which concern 
its own order and doctrine. Yet, in so doing, 
the church and the state have, consciously or 
unconsciously, prohibited the Bible from being 
read by the poorly educated citizens and peas- 
ants of the country, and have therefore kept 
95 per cent of the population in ignorance of 


the moral and spiritual teachings of the 
‘Where there is no vision (moral discern- 
ment), the people perish.” “The entrance of 
Thy Word giveth light.’”” It may be that the 
terrible national humiliation which Greece has 
had to suffer within recent months, has been | 
due, in part, to the ignorance of the people, the 
pride and bigotry of church officialdom, the 
obscurantism of politicians and clergy; in 
other words, due to the absence of men of 


PAST AND 
PRESENT 


Background: 

The Parthenon | 
and the Temple} 
of Jupiter—re- 
minders oi the 
days when the 
Septuagint Version 
was made. 


Foreground: 
Young refugees 
—reminders of 
the fact that Mod- 
ern Greeks need 
the Bible in  the| 
Modern 
Version. 


by the plain teachings of the Bible. 
A Modern Version Available 


It has always been the aim of the American 
and British Bible Societies to sell and dis- 
tribute Bibles wherever, and in whatever lan- 
guage, they may be demanded. The Bible was 
translated into the pure modern Greek lan- 
guage in 1840-45 by two Greek orthodox 
scholars, one an archimandrite, the other a 
professor in the University of Athens. This 
translation has been widely used in the Near 
East by the American missionaries in their 
churches and schools; it has been freely sold 
in Turkey, and at intervals in Greece, by col- 


Unfortu- 


Greek j 
principle and character, informed and inspired 
porteurs of the Bible Societies. 
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nately, Greece has been the last nation in the 
world to sanction the free circulation of the 
Bible in the language of the people. 


The Modern Version Popular 


However, a rising tide of opinion in favor 
of the modern Bible has been advancing in 
Greece. During the Great War Mr. Venizelos’ 
government allowed the importation and circu- 
lation of the Bible. Sales began to increase 
by leaps and bounds, and over 90 per cent of 
all sales were of the Bible in this translation. 
Venizelos expressed himself in favor of the 
‘modern version, as indeed he was in favor of 
the modern language in primary and secondary 
schools. He is reported to have said in Paris, 
in 1919, that England was a hundred years 
ahead of any other European country, because 
she was par excellence the land of the Open 
Bible. He saw the uselessness of trying to 
conform to ancient language forms, when the 
language actually in use had changed so rad- 
ically, and the times demanded a larger de- 
gree of toleration. He was a true liberal in 
his educational and religious policies, as well 
as in his political program. 

But the people, held in ignorance by four 
centuries of Turkish rule and a century of 
official obscurantism, were not ready for his 
liberal program. Constantine was recalled 
by a group of narrow-minded politicians work- 
ing upon the feelings of an ignorant populace. 
Venizelos, the most able statesman that Greece 
has ever produced, was exiled. We cannot 
here go into the reasons for these political 
changes. A wave of reaction seems to have 
rolled over Greece, as over the entire western 
world, at the close of the Great War. Con- 
stantine was supported and brought back from 
Switzerland -by the most conservative elements 
in church and state. 


The Reactionaries 


Immediately the spirit of a reactionary na- 
tionalism overwhelmed the country. Priests 
‘who had begun to preach instructive and in- 
‘spiring sermons in their churches were exiled 
because of their liberalism. One of my per- 
‘sonal friends, a priest of exemplary character 
and outstanding ability, had been preaching 
‘most helpful sermons in a large church in 
Salonica. No sooner had the conservative 
‘government been installed, than he was trans- 
ferred to a small downtown church, from 
which appointment he was finally forced to 
flee to Egypt. 

Professors in the University of Athens, who 
had held their positions for years, were de- 
prived of their places for political reasons. 


Electric lights, placed in the churches by au- 
thority of the former liberal bishop, Meletios, 
were ordered removed by the conservative 
Holy Synod. Had not the “fathers” wor- 
shiped by candle light? The law regarding the 
importation of the modern Bible into Greece 
was immediately enforced with all possible 
severity. 


In August, 1921, a young evangelical soldier 
in the Thracian expedition was court- 
martialled and imprisoned for having given 
some small Gospels of John to his comrades. 
The officer in haranguing his troops said: 
“We must never allow this pernicious hetero- 
dox literature to come into our army to change 
our faith.” (However, a few days later, on 
having read the Gospel, and having spoken 
with the prisoner who confessed his living 
faith in the Word, the officer was impressed 
with the value of the Book and released his 
prisoner. ) 

A week later, the office of the American 
Mission, and depository of the American Bible 
Society in Salonica, was entered by the mili- 
tary police with a search-warrant, to seek for 
modern Greek Bibles. Seventeen copies of 
the New Testament, the total number in stock 
at the time, were found and confiscated. On 
inquiring later at the police headquarters, we 
were told that the copies would not be re- 
turned. 
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SOLDIERS ON GUARD AT A PALACE IN ATHENS 
DEVOTED TO RELIEVING REFUGEES 


Greek Soldiers when on Foreign Service Came to Know and 
Use the Modern Greek Version of the Scriptures 


On 


The Modern Version Debarred by Government 


The mission received official word in Octo- 
ber, 1921, after trying to obtain Bibles from 
Constantinople, that on no account would the 
government permit the importation of the 
modern translation of the Bible. The question 
had been referred by the government to the 
Holy Synod in Athens, and the answer repre- 
sented the decision of church and state. Still, 
strange to relate, the colporteurs who still had 
supplies of Bibles on hand, were not molested 
in any way on the streets, or in touring about 
the country. They still had police permits 
from the former government, which were not 
questioned or revoked. 

The National Assembly for the revision of 
the Greek Constitution was in session last 
spring, and the papers announced that the 
second article would be considered and _ per- 
haps revised. The writer happened to be in 
Athens in May on relief work, and he de- 
termined to see the king and queen, if possi- 
ble, on this matter. J obtained introductions, 
and on May 24th had the honor of being 
received in private audience first with the 
queen, and later with King Constantine. Both 
seemed personally very cordial; but the king 
reminded me of the “Gospel riots” which had 
taken place in Athens when his mother, Queen 
Olga, had attempted to circulate the Gospels 
in the vernacular, some twenty-five years ago. 
Both the king and queen expressed themselves 
in favor of the translation of the Bible, but, 
as the sequel showed, they feared the “scribes 
and Pharisees” more than God. They did ex- 
press themselves in favor of our American 
schools and institutions, and hoped that more 
might be done in Athens to bring modern 
methods to their people. 

Four days later, May 28th, the Assembly 
re-ratified the second article of the Constitu- 
tion, with only 27 deputies present out of a 
total of 320. ‘The Greek evangelicals issued 
a memorial giving reasons why such a medi- 
eval law should not become a part of the 
Greek Constitution; but they are few in num- 
ber, and the protest was without avail. Greece 
has suffered much from her rulers and poli- 
ticians, and the politicians, in turn, have re- 
ceived the penalty of their ruinous policies. 


The Present Government More Favorable 


Fortunately, “the end is not yet.” Since the 
“revolution” in September, 1922, and the sec- 
ond abdication of King Constantine, friends of 
the Bible have been pleased to learn that the 
present government is more favorably inclined 
toward the admission of the Bible into the 
country. News has recently been received 
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from Athens that nine cases of Bibles, princi- 
pally translations, which had been held in the 
Piraeus customhouse for eighteen months by 
the former régime, have been released by the 
minister of finance to the consignee, the British 
Bible Society, thus “permitting again the free 
importation and sale of the Scriptures in the 
translation to Greece.” The periodical goes 
on to say: “We hail this action of the ‘Revolu- 
tion’ as a good omen for the spiritual renais- 
sance of our fatherland. Thus there has been 
lifted the ban of the prohibition of the Scrip- . 
tures in our national tongue, and the shame 
of Greece as the only remaining country under 
the sun, Christian or pagan, which had passed _ 
and applied such a prohibition. The coming 
Assembly will certainly erase from the text of | 
the Greek Constitution this prohibition.” | 
(Star of the East, Athens, December, 1922.) | 


What of the Future ? | 


1. Greece is calling to the Christian world | 
today for material relief for her starving | 
nationals, who, by the thousand, have been | 
forced to flee from the Turk. Christians, the | 
world over, to whom this call comes, realize 
that, if peace is ever to come in the Near 
East, it must be built on a thoroughly Chris-| 
tian foundation. Orthodox Christianity, tak- 
ing its orders from the political party in con- 
trol, has shown itself to be bankrupt in pro- 
ducing men and women possessed of Christian 
principle and morality. The formal state 
orthodoxy of the small Balkan states has pro- 
duced fanatical nationalists, but few far-| 
sighted Christian leaders. The best relief | 
which we can send to a war-worn, agonizing | 
world is spiritual and moral. “Come over 
into Macedonia and help us” was not a call 
for material aid, but for the Bread of Life. 
That spiritual S. O. S. is still being sounded. 
May we answer it by sending them the Bible 
which, by the providence of God, came 
through the Greek medium to us. 

2. Thousands of Greek refugees have had 
contact with the Open Bible in the churches 
and schools of Asia Minor. ‘They that were 
scattered abroad went everywhere preaching 
the Word.” These Christian people are com- 
ing into Greece, bringing their faith and their 
Bibles with them. They will make their in-) 
fluence felt as they become voting citizens in 
their fatherland. 

3. The present patriarch, Meletios, in Con- 
stantinople is a man of liberal sentiments. He} 
has traveled in England and America, and has 
observed Christian institutions and manner of 
life in these countries. In his inaugural ad- 
dress last April, he came out in favor of the 
Bible translation for the people (the first time 
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A MILLIONAIRE OF SMYRNA WHO LOST ALL BUT 
HIS LIFE, AND HAS STARTED BUSINESS AGAIN 
N THE STREETS OF ATHENS 


REFUGEES KNOW AND DESIRE THE BIBLE 
MODERN GREEK 


IN 


in history when a patriarch has taken such a 
stand), in favor of a more enlightened and 
better-educated clergy, of modern Sunday- 
school methods in the churches, and other 
reforms in the church and community. He is 
also an ardent advocate of union with the 
Anglican Church, which church he has 


Notes and 


E do not often review books in the 

columns of the Rrcorp, but one we 
have recently read is of such singular and 
unusual interest that we think we ought to 
refer to it here, for it is of peculiar interest 
to Bible readers. 

Mr. B. A. M. Schapiro, whose office is in 
the Bible House, a Jewish scholar and a lay 
reader in the Episcopal Church, has under- 
taken with remarkable success the translation 
of Abraham Mapu’s “The Shepherd Prince.” 
In this book, Mapu has produced what is 
stated to be the greatest novel that has ever 
been written in the Hebrew language. It com- 
pares in beauty with Ruth and Esther, but is 
a long and sustained description of the days of 
Isaiah that makes vivid the whole glory and 
tragedy of those evenful days. Mr. Schapiro’s 
English is choice and felicitous, and his trans- 
lation of the poetry is of the highest order. 
The popular edition at $2.50 is well printed 
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officially recognized as a sister communion. 
He is also desirous of co-operating with Amer- 
ican religious leaders in the Orient. 

4. The present Greek Government is on 
terms of friendship and intimacy with this 
patriarch, and hence his liberal attitude will 
doubtless influence religious and political lead- 
ers in Greece. 

5. The Greek people are hungering and 
thirsting for the Word of God. Last April 
the writer was visiting a monastery on Mount 
Athos, the monastic Mecca for orthodox 
Greeks. On taking my leave I gave a copy of 
the patriarch’s edition of the New Testament 
to the abbot. That edition is now out of 
print and, as a result, Testaments are very 
rare on the Holy Mount. He was so delighted 
with the gift that he exclaimed, “This is the 
best gift you could have given me. The 
people are thirsting for this book, and we have 
none to give them.” ‘The Greek Orthodox 
Church is at present so poor that she cannot 
issue a new edition of the Patriarch’s Author- 
ized New Testament. The Bible Societies are 
the only organizations which can supply the 
need. God grant that they may continue to 
bring the “Water of Life” to this thirsting 
people. 

The future is bright for the land which 
accepts the Bible and places it without fear 
in the hands of the people. ‘There is no other 
way out of the dark.” It looks as though 
the future of Greece might be brighter than 
its immediate past. 


Comments 


in an unusually clear type. The de luxe 
edition at $5.25 is illustrated with unusual 
drawings. We can unreservedly commend this 
book to Bible readers everywhere. 
e e 

WE all know there are honest people; but 
every one is not quite so confiding as a couple 
of our recent correspondents. One sent $100 
—a $50 bill, two $20 and one $10 in an en- 
velope, without even a covering sheet of paper. 
Another envelope contained $25 in bills, with a 
slip of paper having the name of the donor. 

e e 

A CORRESPONDENT in Russia recently re- 
ported that fourteen large boxes of Bibles 
were held in Petrograd by the government for 
customs duty that represented 100 per cent of 
the value of the books. Authority has been 
given to pay this duty from the funds of the 
American Bible Society, that the volumes may 
be released and put to service. 


56 


The Moslem World, in its April issue, pre- 
sents, among its important articles, one by the 
Rev. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., Secretary of the 
Arabic-Levant Agency of the American Bible 
Society, on “Sin and Grace in the Koran.” 


Bishop WixitaM Burt, of Buffalo, at the 
February meeting of the Council of Boards of 
Benevolence of the Methodist Episcopal 
_ Church in Chicago, speaking of the growing 
influence of the Bible throughout the world, 
reported that he met Premier Mussolini of 
Italy, who drew from his pocket a small green 
New Testament, which had come from the 
American Bible Society, and said: “This is 
the best of all books, and I am endeavoring 
to, build my life and career according to its 
principles and teachings.” 


-’ From Mr. A.M. Allen, of Bogota, Colom- 
bia, comes the following glimpse of what still 
happens in South America. We rejoice, how- 
‘ever, that such opposition is' disappearing. 

“The following extract from a colporteur’s 
‘letter struck me as quaint, so I pass it on to 
you: 


I was away two months in the state of Coldas, 
propagating the gospel, and, thanks to God, I had no 
special difficulties, except for the scathing, insulting 
words of some priests and fanatics and ignorant 
authorities. For example, the mayor of Belalcazar 
prohibited me selling Bibles under threat of a fine; 
and in Guatica, not only did the mayor prohibit 
me, but flung me out of the town in a most energetic 
manner, violating the laws. However, the Lord has 
given me patience to put up with it all. You might 
give me a place in your prayers, as I am traveling 
all the time now.” 

e e 


Tue letter of Bishop’ Tuttle, senior bishop 
of the Episcopal Church, printed on the cover 
of the February Recorp, is but one of many 


appreciative acknowledgments of our 106th . 


Annual Report. We present here two others 
_ by bishops of the Episcopal Church, which 
emphasize different phases of the report and 
of our work. 


The Rt. Rev. Theodore Payne Thurston, 
bishop of Oklahoma, writes in part : 


Of course I have not yet had the opportunity to 
read it, but I have looked through and noted some of 
the headings, as, for example, on page 124, a “Prod- 
igal in Trouble,” and on the next page, “A Modern 
Jonah,” and then on page 177 I read the paragraph 
under the caption, “A Wager That Was not Ac- 
cepted.” It seems to me that if your Society has done 
nothing more than carry on the work described in 
this short paragraph, it would be quite worth while. 
To think that the cheapest Bible found in Cartagena 
was one in several large volumes, and cost $175, is 
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almost beyond belief in this enlightened age. It cer- 
tainly shows that we have a great work ahead of us 
to open that Bible to people who evidently are hunger- 
ing for it and do not know what is the matter with 
them. 

e e 


The Rt. Rev. William A. Leonard, bishop of 


Ohio, makes special mention of the effective 
presentation of the work of the American 
Bible Society by its Treasurer, the Rev. Gilbert 
Darlington, at the last General Convention: 


Permit me to thank you for your report of the one 
hundred and sixth year of the devoted work of your 
great Society. We were much interested in the Gen- 
eral Convention to have the presentation of the sub- 
ject by the Rev. Mr. Darlington, and my hope and 
desire is that you may continue to receive God’s bless- 
ing on your noble service. 


A RECENT letter from a correspondent in 
Germany tells us that the sale price of Scrip- 
tures in Germany in December was 1000 per 
cent higher than in July preceding. 


THE following letter from a Jew is an 
especially interesting illustration of the value 
of one phase of the Society’s work—the supply 
of Scriptures for the use of patients in hos- 
pitals: 


About two months ago I was taken sick and 
went to the St. Luke’s hospital, New York. Up 
to that time, all the Bible meant to me was a book 
of statutes with a lot of necessary don'ts. I can- 
not explain the sudden change of my view. The 
very second day of my stay in the hospital, I reached 
out my hand under the table for the little black 
book, just casually for want of something to do. 
What was my surprise when a few hours after 
reading the Psalms, Job, and the New Testament, 
I began to feel in it something I had never felt 
in any book before. I could not understand how 


all these years my ignorance of the Bible deprived | 


me of this living fountain of joy. I started to drink 
deep and, Oh God, I felt those cool, comforting 
waters wash away the crust of my soul. I saw the 
light, and a new life came to me. The joy was not 
an excitement of the moment. Every day new 
things were revealed to me, and I began to realize 
the priceless treasure I had planted in my _ heart. 

Had it not been for your good work in placing 
these books in the hospitals, I do not know whether 
I ever would have made that wonderful gain. Per- 
haps never would I have been in such a receptive 
mood as when I was on my bed, with no material 
cares or joys to distract me. 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for the good your work has done me. When 
I get on my feet again, you may count on my sup- 
port, moral and financial, though the latter is very 
small indeed. 

I would be very interested to receive a report of 
your work, or any literature available. I am an 
orthodox Jew by birth and bringing up. So you may 


see that all T have written is of an independend con- 
viction. 


April, 1923 


A MAN from New Jersey some months ago 
bought a well-bound Russian Bible and 
sent it to a friend in Russia. He now tells 
us that his friend could not obtain it from the 
customs until he had paid 4,560,000 rubles 
duty on it. Just what this amounted to in 
dollars we do not know, but it was less than 
the price of the book. 


Wuat would you do with the following 
letter ? 


Spencer, N. C. 

I am a little girl nine years old I am in the third 
grade at school and in the Junior Class at Sunday 
School, and we are very poor people. I have bin 
sick all last fall and this winter I havent bin able 
to go to school much this winter. I want a bible 
and my parents aint able to buy me one I need 
one to fix my Sunday School book mamas bible is 
all torn up I caint find all the veres I have to put in. 
There is ten of us. No one to work but dady, and 
he dont make but $2.80 a day. I am writing to you 
to see if you will please give a little poor girl a 
bible I will never forget you and the lord will bless 
you if you please send me one. 


Of course the girl has received her Bible. 
The Society rejoices that it exists and is sup- 
ported, in part, to answer just such needs. 
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None will read the following letter without 

being touched : 
St. Matthews, S. C. 

Please find enclosed my check for $5.00 for the 
A. B. Society. $1.05 of the above check is very 
sacred in our eyes, as it belonged to my sailor boy 
who served throughout the Great War—and died 
soon after coming home. We found this money to 
his credit in a Postal Savings account he had at 
Boston, Mass. We want the $1.05 to do all the good 
possible in the world, and know no better way of 
putting it to the best use, than to dedicate it to the 
American Bible Society. You are engaged in a great 
and glorious work, and I bid you Godspeed. 


The Baptist, the organ of the Northern 
Baptist Convention, in its issue of February 
24th, prints a two-page symposium on the 
topic ‘““What the Bible Means to Me.” Min- 
isters and laymen from various parts of the 
country are the contributors. That by Dr. 
W. C. Bitting, given prominence on the cover 
page, is: 

The Bible is the one book thoroughly worth the 
whole love of the human soul, because it is the 
record of the religious experience of men in their 
growing knowledge of God, or the story of God’s 
progressive unveiling of himself as men were able 
to receive him; and, most of all, because it gives us 
Jesus Christ, the culmination of all revelations of 


the Father and the test of all religious experience. 
It is forevermore the Book. 


The American Bible Society and The 
American Press, Beirut, Syria 


An Address by Rev. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., Secretary, Arabic-Levant Agency, at the Centenary 
Celebration of the American Press, Beirut, Syria, December, 1922 


HE American Press! The American Bible 

Society! Why should not the congratula- 
tions exchanged between these two organiza- 
tions be of the heartiest? Each of them now 
past the century mark in age, and partners 
for nearly a century, they may in symbol stand 
here before us side by side, the one to extend, 
the other to receive, the good wishes and God- 
speed appropriate to such an occasion. 


Partners 


Partners, I say, for nearly a century. Let 
me prove it. It is over fifty-seven years that 
the Press has been printing the entire Arabic 
Bible for the American Bible Society. But 
1865 does not mark the beginning of the 
relations between these two institutions. It 
is seventy-four years since the American Bible 
Society, at the request of the Syria Mission, 


began its annual subvention of the work of 
Dr. Eli Smith in translating the Bible into 
Arabic. But neither does 1848 mark the be- 
ginning of the story. It was ten years earlier, 
in 1838, that the Society I represent made its 
first appropriation to pay for the cost of print- 
ing Scripture portions at this Beirut Press; 
and that brings us back to within four years 
of the date when the Press moved to Beirut. 
In the presence of this Syria Mission I may 
be pardoned for adding that nine years more 
must be subtracted, to find the date—1829— 
when the Bible Society made its first appro- 
priation to supply this mission with the Scrip- 
tures. The Psalms in Arabic (Bishop Serkis’ 
Version of 1671) for use in the schools of the 
Mission were bought from the British and 
Foreign Bible Society with $800 from the 
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American Bible Society’s funds, long before 
Dr. Smith had put pen to paper to begin our 
present Arabic Bible. Thus the partnership 
of the American Bible Society with the Beirut 
Press has lasted eighty-four years, and with 
the Syria Mission ninety-three years. May a 
partnership that has lasted so long, and pro- 
duced so great gain, be continued into the 
future as long as it shall please God to use 
the printed page to restore his Word to Bible 
lands! 

What are the relations between the Press 
and the American Bible Society? The Press is 
for the Society (1) a printing establishment, 
and (2) an agent. In the former capacity the 
Press purchases and stores paper and other 
materials necessary for Bible manufacture ; 
sets type and prepares plates for the actual 
printing; prints, binds and either stores or 
ships Bibles, Testaments, and portions in ac- 
cordance with the instructions of the Society, 
which pays the actual cost of such purchase 
or operation, as rendered in regular monthly 
statements, just as it would pay any printing 
house for similar services. This is the less 
intimate side of their relationship. ‘The more 
intimate side consists in the service the Press 
renders the Society as its agent. In the lan- 
guage of the Society the Press, or its manager, 
is “sub-Agent’’ for Syria and Palestine, as a 
district of the Arabic Levant Agency. Asa 
sub-Agency the Press maintains a Bible shop 
in Beirut for local sales, circulates catalogs 
and price-lists among the churches and mis- 
sionaries of its territory, and superintends 
such colporteurs of the Society as labor within 
the same bounds. For this work a definite 
sum per month is paid as “salary” to the Press 
by the Society. 

A Message 


With this brief outline of the relations be- 
tween the two institutions as they have exist- 
ed in the century that is now finished, and as 
they exist today, I pass to the message which, 
as representative of that society of your own 
country which exists for this sole purpose— 
to circulate the Holy Scriptures “without note 
or comment”—I especially wish to bring to 
you, the Syria Mission. My message is simple 
and straightforward. It is this: Pray remem- 
ber always that the supreme service of this 
American Press of Beirut is to print the 
Bible. 

There are only three ways that occur to 
me, by means of which the correctness of this 
statement can be successfully challenged. 
First, if you can disprove the supremacy of 
the Bible among books. Or second, if you can 
show that those who have made this Press 


Volume 68 


what it is were wrong in making its supreme 
service the printing of the Bible. Or third, if 
you can deny the unique opportunity of the 
Press today for Bible propaganda. 


A Challenge Refuted 


I think we need not linger long on the 
first possible challenge. If anyone, whether 
in missionary circles or out of them,—let me 
even say, whether a professing Christian or 
not,—is disposed to question the absolute 
supremacy of the Bible among all the prod- 
ucts of the printer’s art, let him read the testi- 
monies that were gathered a few years ago 
on the occasion of the tercentenary of the 
“King James” English Version; let him listen 
to the witnesses who testified two years ago to 
the ‘Pilgrims’ Book,’ when America cele- 
brated the tercentenary of the Plymouth 
Pilgrims ; let him canvass the best opinion of 
all who have a right to speak on the subject of 
books and their merits. And he will be forced 
to admit that his challenge is hopeless. The 
book that is incomparably the best-selling 
book, is also incomparably the greatest book 
of Christendom and of civilization. The Bible 
stands unique among the products of writer’s 
pen and printer’s craft. 

But, if this be true of the Book as a literary 
production merely, how much more true is it 
of the Book as Christians like to measure 
their sacred Book—as an agency of evangeli- 
zation! To spread the Christian faith which 
it reveals; to go where no man or woman 
may enter, with its message of life through 
Christ; like John the Baptist, the forerunner, 
to “prepare the way of the Lord”—His en- 
trance into the human heart—this is the power 
of the Bible, proved and proved again, in 
every land and every age. 

And no less true is this supremacy of the 
Bible among our guarantees of the future. 
What mission, like this mission; what mis- 
sionary, like you of Syria, does not grope at 
times for some sure warrant that his labors 
are “not in vain in the Lord”? Amidst the 
babel of religious opinions, the laxness of 
moral conduct, the perennial rebellion of un- 
tried youth against “the ways of the fathers,’ 
is there any other recourse for an anxious 
soul than this ‘Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth”? Does not growing experience mean 
growing conviction that here alone is a norm 
for religion, for individual ethics, for social 
righteousness? As we ourselves mount higher 
on the steps of our judgment-throne, we see 
more and more clearly and comprehensively 
the meaning of this judgment: that the Bible 
is Supreme—nay, is unique (for it is not so 
much a judgment of quantity as of quality )— 
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among the spiritual forces controlled by the 
press of today. 


A Second Challenge Refuted 


Nor need we linger on the second con- 
ceivable challenge to the message I bring about 
the Bible and the Press. For as a matter of 
fact—a mere question of dates and names and 
figures—it is clear that those men who, 
through the century of service we are com- 
memorating today, made this Press what it 
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has actually been, put the printing of the 
Bible in the place of supremacy. That is 
simply a fact, written large on the page of 
this century of history. If these men were 
wrong, what is there to prove that they were 
wrong? Who will dare to say that the long 
years spent by Drs. Smith, Van Dyck, and 
their many colaborers on the Arabic Version 
of the Bible, might have been better spent on 
something else—something less laborious per- 
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haps, less exacting, less interminable? Or that 
the huge sums of money expended by the 
American Bible Society and the Syria Mission 
on the preparation of the Arabic Bible might 
better have been spent on a dozen other good 
objects, instead of being all lavished on this 
one extravagant effort? If there is anyone, 
sufficiently familiar with the facts to deserve 
a hearing for his opinion, and sufficiently con- 
vinced of his own soundness of judgment to 
venture an opinion so contrary to the spirit 
of this centenary celebration, I think we at 
least may be sure that he will choose some 
other time and place than this for uttering his 
criticism. 


A Third Challenge Refuted 


The third of the three challenges, however, 
is one which I welcome; for it affords us the 
opportunity to apply the lessons of the past 
century to the century that is opening so 
auspiciously today. The man who challenges 
the message I bring you on the ground that the 
Press has no special opportunity and responsi- 
bility to circulate the Scriptures, must ask us 


‘to disregard certain facts that seem to me to 


be speaking plainly to us at this centennial 
celebration. Does the record of this past cen- 
tury lend to the American Press of Beirut a 
peculiar prestige as a producer of Arabic 
Bibles, or does it not? On more than two 
million books, larger and smaller, whole Bibles 
or portions, there have gone forth into the 
world these words: “Printed at the American 
Press, Beirut.” Ask an advertising man the 
value of such an advertisement on such a 
scale. You of Syria are probably less able to 
appreciate the peculiar association of Beirut 
with the Arabic Bible in the minds of all 
Arabic-speaking people, than are those who 
live in other lands. ‘This Bible has made of 
Beirut a “city set on a hill.’ Henceforth it 
“cannot be hid,” unless through some perverse 
counsel the Press should hereafter neglect 
this chief jewel in its crown of a century’s 
service. 


But, apart from this great asset of universal 
recognition, the Press may measure its oppor- 
tunity as an instrument of Bible propagation 
by its new and improved equipment. We are 
entitled to argue today “from the less to the 
greater,” are we not? We may look back- 
ward, and then turn and look forward, and ex- 
press our hopes in some such terms as these: 
If the fathers with their pioneer handicaps, 
their limited resources, their meagre equip- 
ment, wrought so well, what may we not ex- 
pect from their successors, who are heirs of 
their labors and emancipated from their chains 
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of difficulty? With the invincible optimism, 
and with the loyalty to the best that has gone 
before, which were two outstanding traits of 
a man whose name will forever be coupled 
with this advance in the Beirut Press—Dr. A. 
Woodruff Halsey—we should today put to 
silence anyone who challenges the unique op- 
portunity of this Press, either through distrust 
of men and measures, or through disloyalty to 
the highest aims and achievements of the past 
century. 


The Tragedy of the Undelivered Bible 


I close this message to the friends of the 
Press with a reminder of “the tragedy of the 
undelivered Bible.” What is a Bible worth 
for the Christian propaganda, that lies on the 
shelf of a depository or bookroom, gathering 
dust? Let us get the printed Book into the 
hands of the people, lest through the weakness 
of its final link the chain that binds God, its 
author, to the man to whom he sends it, be 
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broken and worthless! It is ours—it 1s yours, 
men and women of the Syria Mission—to 
strengthen that final link. Especially let us 
seek to get the Word into the hands and heads 
and hearts of the young people! There lies 
our guarantee of the permanence of all our 
labors and expenditures. And—lest I seem 
to preach to others and not to myself—what 
is a set of Bible plates worth that lie unused? 
They, too, are a part of that “tragedy of the 
undelivered Bible.” By the memory of Dr. 
Smith’s tireless labors to produce script and 
type, by the memory of his and Dr. Van 
Dyck’s long toil in translating, and of Dr. 
Hoskins and others in correcting and supple- 
menting till the work was perfect, I pledge the 
best efforts of the Society I represent and of 
us, the laborers in its employ, to make the 
largest possible use of our common equipment 
here to hasten our common task—the spread 
of this Arabic Bible among all who read the 
Arabic tongue. 


Moslem Interest in the Bible 


OR a generation the Arabian Mission of 

the Reformed Church in America has 
lived and labored along the eastern shores of 
Arabia. The visible fruit has been very 
scanty—not an average of one avowed, bap- 
tized Christian a year. But the seed has been 
sown diligently and widely. A harvest is 
sure. The American Bible Society, by sub- 
stantial grants, has helped this mission from 
its earliest years to maintain Bible shops and 
circulate the wonderful Arabic Bible, the gift 
of American missionary scholars and_ the 
American Bible Society, to the great Moslem 
world. We present with pleasure a recent 
picture of the Arabian Mission, and the latest 
report on its Bible work, from the Rey. Gerrit 
D. Van Peursem: 

It is with renewed gratitude that we are able 
to report to your Society about the progress of 
Bible distribution in the Arabian field from money 
coming from the American Bible Society. In the 
Bahrein field, as before, only one colporteur was 
employed, while in Oman two were employed. ‘The 
success of colportage cannot be measured by the 
numbers of Scriptures sold, or the number of tracts 
distributed. In Oman we have found it most diffi- 
cult to sell Scriptures to any but to children. While 
we think it worth while to dispose of the Word to 
the little ones, it 1s too frequently only used as a 
toy, and in a few days torn up. For that reason 
we have in Muscat raised the price of the portions 
by half. There have been no lack of religious dis- 
cussions .in the shops and the streets. And in cases 
like that, the Bible is used as a reference work, 
whether in the shop or in the houses of Arabs. 

In Muscat, the colporteur had the practice of 


reading from the Bible in an Arab’s house who was 
sympathetic, although not able to read. The Arab 
would invite his friends to his house, and in the 
course of the reading support the position of the 
Bible and the people of the Book. This is only one 
of many methods we are trying; to get the teaching 
of the Bible in the minds and hearts of the Arabs. 
Not a few know that the gospel is the true Word 
and the only. But few are willing to make the 
all surrender, as it involves too much loss in this 
world. 

The number of Scriptures sold and the amount in 
money differ but little from year to year. Last year 
822 volumes of Scripture, in 7 languages were sold 
by 2 colporteurs. 


An Incident from Dr. Zwemer 


Dr. S. M. Zwemer, one of the founders of 
the Arabian Mission, who of late years, with 
headquarters at Cairo, Egypt, has been de- 
voted to the production and distribution of 
Christian literature for Moslems, supplies us 
this recent incident: 

One evening, last winter, a young Mohammedan 
of the educated class, about seventen years of age, 
stopped me on the way to my office at nine o’clock 
in the evening, asking me whether I could tell him 
where Dr. Boyd, of the American Bible Society, 
could be found, his office being in the same building. 
I told him that this was not an office hour: but 
he said, “I must see Mr. Boyd, because I want the 
copy of Luke’s Gospel. My brother and I have 
read Matthew’s Gospel together, which we pur- 
chased from a bookseller, but we cannot find what 
happened to Jesus after he told the disciples to go 
into all the world. One of my friends told me that 
Luke’s Gospel would answer the question. Have you 
got Luke’s Gospel for me?” 
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_ I welcomed the two youths in my study and satis- 
fied their request, reading with them the story of 
the Ascension. They visited Dr. Boyd’s office later 
and, I think, purchased the complete New Testament. 
The sequel of the story is that both of the young 
men are now receiving regular Christian instruc- 
tion. The elder of the two writes calling me his 
father, and closes his letter, “Papa, please pray for 
me.” The incident illustrates the way in which the 
Gospels supplement one another and shows how the 
reading of one Gospel will lead a Moslem into the 
study of the whole Bible, and thus to Christ. 


From the Record of Christian Work for 
January, 1923, we cull the following further 
testimonies of the circulation and influence of 
the Bible among Moslems. Mrs. L. M. 
Marker, of Teheran, Persia, writes: 


Mrs. Allen and I called on the wife of a saidor 
sayid, who is a descendant of Mahomet. All sayids 
can be distinguished by their cap of red and turban 
of blue around it. This was really the most formal 
call I have made, and the salaams were overwhelm- 
ingly voluminous. 

Afitter they were over and the first cup of tea 
had been served, what was our surprise to have 
the little wife bring out a new Bible, which her 
husband had recently purchased and had been read- 
ing to her! She asked Mrs. Allen to read a little 
and explain some things. Before she had found the 
place, a neighbor woman in the same yard came in. 
Her son had brought home a Bible, and was reading 
to her. A beginning was made, and in came a 
young girl, whom we judged was the wife of this 
old woman’s son; then an eleven-year-old daughter 
of our hostess came in with the year-old baby boy, 
aud another woman. Altogether it was quite a group, 
and could you have seen their bright. shining faces 


as they drank in every word read or spoken, not one 
of you could say that mission work does not pay. 
This was such an unexpected group, for we had 
expected to find a bigoted Moslem wife. 


From Beirut, Syria, comes the following 
word from the Rev. James H. Nicol: 


We have just been put to work in one of the most 
bigoted districts of Syria. A colporteur, who hap- 
pens to be a converted Moslem, travels all through 
the villages of the district, selling Bibles and other 
literature. He finds in every place that he goes those 
who desire to possess copies of the Scriptures and 
who are willing to pay for them. With the Bible, as 
with other things, we find that it is more likely to 
be valued if a person pays something for it than if 
it is given freely. 

Another striking fact, new in our work in Syria, 
is that the proportion of Mohammedans in our 
schools is rapidly rising. I suppose that we have 
35 or 40 per cent of non-Christians. You will 
readily understand the great influence that will go 
out into the Moslem communities when these chil- 
dren have been trained for several years in the 
missionary schools. 

It was very interesting last month to see two 
Moslem girls from the mission school here in 
Beirut attending a course of lectures to the theo- 
logical students on Mohammed. They expressed 
themselves as desiring to find out exactly what the 
truth was about their prophet. 


Reporting on the Lausanne Conference, Dr. 
James L,. Barton, who was in attendance, has 
said: 

It is an interesting fact that the Turks at Lau- 
sanne recognized that there is a moral need. They 
said they want missionaries; that religious liberty 
will be accorded. 
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Errors The Secretaries 


New York, Aprii, 1923 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of three 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual 
subscription of $5.00. 

Life Members are constituted by a subscription 
of $50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 

of $150.00 in one or two payments. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian Churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 


to 


FEBRUARY MEETING CF THE BOARD 


HE tenth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and seventh year was held 
at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, 
ome ihursday, February=/1) 1923, sat 3:30 
o'clock p. m., President Churchill H. Cutting 
in the chair. 

Devotional exercises were conducted by 
Dean Howard C. Robbins, of the Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine, who read from the second 
chapter of the Epistle to the Philippians, after 
which he offered prayer. 

The minutes of the ninth stated meeting of 
the Board of Managers and of its several 
standing committees were presented and ap- 
proved. 

General Secretary Mann made a compara- 
tive statement of: receipts: from the three 
sources—individuals, churches, and legacies— 
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in 1921 and 1922, showing a steady increase. 

General Secretary Haven reported on the 
latest action, and the new status, of the 
Methodist Church budget for the American 
Bible Society, over which the Board was much 
gratified. 

Treasurer Darlington, on behalf of the 
special committee, presented the following 
memorial minute on Mr. John Kelly, for over 
fifty years in the service of the Society: 


John Kelly was born May 24, 1838, in the city 
of New York. At the age of seventeen years he 
was employed in the composing room of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society on April 23, 1855; and on January 
13, 1865, became assistant bookkeeper. On the death 
of Mr. Alexander W. Murray, who had been book- 
keeper for forty years, Mr. Kelly became book- 
keeper for the American Bible Society in March, 
1893. Holding this position with faithfulness and 
ability for twenty-four years, he was retired from 
active duty with a pension in April, 1917, just 
shortly after the death of his wife, and sixty-two 
years after he first was employed by the Society, 
being in his seventy-ninth year. Since then he has 
lived with his three daughters, who still survive him. 

By his death on December 2, 1922, at the age of 
eighty-four, the American Bible Society lost one 
of its oldest and most faithful friends. Even up to 
the time of his death he was always interested in 
the Bible cause and endeavored to keep in touch with 
the progress of the Society’s world-wide work. To 
few is it given to serve so long and faithfully in 
the vineyard of the Lord; and those who knew Mr. 
Kelly cannot fail to think of him when they read 
the text which says, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant enter thou into the joy of 
10 enya Dro) we la 


The acceptance of membership on the Ver- 
sion Committee by Dean Howard C. Robbins, 
was recorded. 

Dr. Talcott Williams made a brief state- 
ment of conditions in Constantinople and 
Athens, and on his suggestion the Board au- 
thorized the General Secretaries, through the 
Levant Agency Secretary, to distribute Greek, 
Armenian and other Testaments and Scripture 
portions among the refugees, using such 
agencies of relief on the ground as the Near 
East Relief and the Red Cross, so far as they 
were in a position to co-operate. 

The following consignments to the Society's 
Foreign Agencies during January, 1923, were 
reported: Caribbean, 23 volumes, valued at 
$46.54; China, 1,270 volumes, valued at 
$235.37; La Plata, 20,497 volumes, valued at 
$2,084.44; Mexico, 6,829 volumes, valued at 
$7,021.87; Philippines, 8,223 volumes, valued 
at $336.53; Upper Andes, 5,000 volumes, 
valued at $1,043.40; West Indies, 6,788 vol- 
umes, valued at $2,941.79; total, 48,630 vol- 
umes, valued at $13,709.94. 

The issues from the Bible House during 
January, 1923, were 318,847 volumes. 4 

The meeting was adjourned. 


April, 1923 
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Gifts for Distribution to Blind 70 70 VAD CAS Mamaia ss crsteie sce Sis yessnshn cecal eke Siieusy als beeusaat<| weenie re 356 64 
Scriptures to the Blind ..........-.......+.-. 198 12 Legacy Expenses ............-+-.-++se2- se eeee 31 25 
mvailable Investments ...-- 5.06... 066.5esae5e- 475 00 10111) ¢:) a ON Dn Sn On roe ase rnse s anne enn eo oon _ 8 00 
Trust Munds Received ....5...:...0e0-s eee 27,855 00 SUT Sie AVOID LG re rereretetereteryaiarere, cesta yeasiako tele level etnkewereres 35,000 00 
SPULHSION Of InfOrmMatiOn: “eine cece ee ae weiss 5 01 WMewE He LThAGEE 1b IS Bbentie Coe bss coenonoacceoc 43 00 
—— Income from Securities Payable to Bene- 
$121,974 44 PlCIAPIO SE cana ice eh hint nag oe ee ees pesto ets 50 37 
ToC MMi COCR Bsns ab eed oct olpgouco nue 23,822 07 
ETA CLO a mrreee ge. 2 stearic rsvele cersvec: | FeGratterteemreie eoumencae 2 80 
Sy HEE Gan eawansosoageeun ose do con oscem pon gons 10 00 
IMeyAS: MAG NIT ME « Gomogaabo ond odo toate oro Daee Domo 134 40 
Church ud sete COSts cee emer caret 545 83 
Niscellameous: | Morelemg 2 seams eter sie salesmen 1,280 00 
$128,476 77 
Cash Balance from January, 1928..,...11,,-- 87,403 37 Gash balance: toe March cLOZS esislhievieiesiacierels 901 04 
$209,377 81 $209,377 81 


A Little Homily on Spiritual Reciprocity 


Bibles have worked in behalf of bonds for many years. 


A noted statistician says that the security of your 
bonds lies not in the value of the property involved, 
nor in the strength of the vaults that contain the magic 
documents, but in the honesty of society—an honesty 
which has been developed and sustained through the 
ministry of the churches. 


This ministry is founded on the Bible. The character 
that makes a bond of any value whatever, is the product 
of Bible teaching and influence. 


Now bonds may work in behalf of the Bible. Annuity 
Bonds of the American Bible Society promote the 
Society’s great work of Bible publication and distribu- 
tion throughout the world. And they give you an in- 
come as long as you live. 


A postcard request will bring a booklet describing the 
life annuity system and its advantages. It is entitled 
“Bibles and Bonds.” Ask for Booklet 62. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE 
NEW YORK CITY 


Safety, convenience, permanence, high rate of income, 
freedom from anxiety, taxes, and care of property— 
these are some of the strong advantages of annuity bonds. 


ee ee ee eee ee Ce Ce _— ee Ee 
———— 


American Bible Society, 

Bsble House, Astor Place, New York City. 
Gentlemen: Please advise me regarding a safe and productive Christian investment, with 
annuity income for a person years of age. ' 


* NGG. ee Oe Address 


